

Various Insights and Tidbits About The Resurrection

Welcome to the Yonko Mali, Just Call Me Johnny, Radio Program. As Easter approaches during this year's Lenten season, I will be doing a series of talks on the Resurrection. The Resurrection is the most important event in Christianity!

Before I was a born-again Christian, it seemed to me that there were inconsistencies in the Resurrection stories in the four Gospels. And then after I became a born-again Christian, I simply wanted to know more about the Resurrection. Since the Resurrection is so important to Christianity, one of my objectives in my life now is to become an expert on the subject of Christ's Resurrection.

Have you ever had any of the following questions about the Resurrection Story?

· Like how dark was it when the women arrived at the tomb? Was it still officially Saturday night or had the sun risen? And what is the scientific definition of a sunrise anyway?

· Why did the women discussed who they could find to help move the large stone from the entrance to the tomb? Why didn't they simply ask several of the apostles or other men to come with them?

· Why were the women bringing more spices and ointments for the body of Jesus when Joseph of Arimathea already provided 120 lbs of spices when he and Nicodemus and other men buried Jesus's body?

· How many angels did the women see at the tomb? One or two? Why do some biblical experts say there could have been as many as 4 to 6 different angels at the tomb at different times?

· Why did John the Apostle immediately believe that Jesus had risen from the dead when he saw the strips of linen cloth laying there in the tomb?

· Is the Shroud of Turin a fake?

· Are there inconsistencies in the 4 Gospel accounts of the Resurrection?

· Did Mary Magdalene come to the tomb twice?

· Can one combine the 4 Gospel accounts and put all the events in an exact time-sequence?

Now if such questions intrigue you, then you may be interested in the research I have done on these subjects. I will be spending several weeks on the Resurrection story answering these questions, followed by the final 1 or 2 weeks showing how the 4 Gospel accounts can be combined into one showing all the events in proper time-sequence.

Now The Gospel of John has the longest description of the resurrection and the events after the resurrection, so to get into the spirit of today's topic, lets listen to John's Gospel. This is from the Word of Promise - New King James Audio Bible published by Thomas Nelson.

John Chapter 20:

Now since we just listened to John's Gospel concerning the Resurrection, I would like to give you my opinion of Why did John immediately believe that Jesus had risen from the dead when he saw the strips of linen and burial head cloth?

In John Chapter 20 verse 8, it says that John entered the tomb after Peter and observed the burial clothes which he had seen from the tomb entrance up-close, that he immediately believed that Jesus had risen from the dead. 

The reasons why I think John immediately believed that Jesus had risen from the dead as soon as he saw the empty burial clothes are these: It is believed by biblical experts that the body of Christ was wrapped with strips of linen like a mummy. And what John and Peter saw and what the women also had seen but John comprehended immediately was that the strips of linen still formed the outline of Jesus's body. The strips of linen simply deflated as Jesus's body was resurrected. His new resurrected, glorious body simply passed through the strips of linen transparently without disturbing them. That is, an angel did not come down and have to unwrapped the body of Jesus so he could rise up. And while Jesus could probably stand up still wrapped in the linen strips, he would have difficulty unwrapping himself since his arms were also wrapped up like a mummy.

It is interesting to think about when Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead. If you read the Biblical accounts carefully about Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead, you can see that at Jesus's command, “Lazarus come forth!”, Lazarus was transported by the supernatural power of Jesus to a standing position at the front of the tomb. And then - remember that Jesus command people to unwrap Lazarus. To free him from his burial clothes. Lazarus did not struggle to his feet by himself and then hobble to the front of his tomb. No, at the words of Jesus, Lazarus was transported to front of the tomb in a standing position. And Jesus told people to free him, to unwrap his burial clothes. This miracle was preparing His disciples for what they would see in the tomb on Easter Sunday. Everything in the Bible fits together on purpose.

So in the same way, either an angel would have had to unwrap Jesus or Jesus would have had to struggle and wiggle his way out of the burial clothes.

But that is not what happened. Jesus's body was simply transported out of the burial clothes and now his body was also fully dressed in new, unstained, gleaming clothes. And where do you think Jesus got his new clothes from. After all his body was taken down from the cross naked – remember his clothes were gambled over by the Roman guards including his linen priestly seamless undergarment.

Did Jesus wake up, move the heavy stone away by himself, then beat up all the guards and steal some clothes from one of the guards? I do not think so. No the angel move the stone and God provided the new clothes and Jesus's new glorious resurrected body swas imply transported transparently through the burial clothes.

So when John saw the deflated strips of linen lying there, he believed immediately that Jesus has risen supernaturally from the dead. John had also observed another amazing thing. He and Peter saw the one large piece of cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus head folded by itself separate from the other linen strips. Again this was another miraculous sign that this was a supernatural event.

Here is another tidbit. The reason why I think that the Shroud of Turin is a fake is because of the linen strips and the head cloth that are described in the Bible. The Shroud of Turin correctly shows a naked body but it shows that body  wrapped in one very large piece of cloth folded in half over the body of Jesus. This does not meshed with the Biblical accounts of strips of linen and a separate head cloth.

Also if someone stole or took the body of Jesus to bury him elsewhere then why would they unwrap the body and leave the strips of linen behind? They would have taken the body of Jesus fully wrapped up. And if someone for some weird reason wanted to unwrap the body, there is no way they could have unwrapped the body without leaving a big heap, a big mess of linen strips. 

So that is why John immediately believed that Jesus had risen from the dead and that his body simply vanished through the burial clothes.
Here is another tidbit:

Notice how everyone stops at the entrance to the tomb and bends over and peers in. This is obvious for several reasons. The entrance to the tomb was probably smaller than the inside ceiling. Experts have estimated the entrance size to be about 4 ½ feet to at most 5 feet. And we do not know how tall the tomb was inside, was their enough room to stand up. We can imply from the scriptures that the tomb was quite large, it was made hold a family of corpses because several of the women and later several men went into the tomb together. Entering a tomb was somewhat scary. It was dark inside. You did not want the stone to suddenly roll back and seal you in the tomb. 

But the most obvious reason why everyone stops and bends over and peers into the tomb, was because the tomb was quite dark and so everyone had to let their eyes adjust to the darkness – remember it was early Sunday morning but it was getting lighter as the day progressed. Of course, when the angels were in the inside of the tomb, their luminous clothing provided sufficient lighting when the women entered the tomb in the early part of Sunday morning. This is one of the reasons why the angels were inside the tomb in the early morning. “Come and see where they had laid him.”  There may have been some torches left over from the guards who ran away, but this is not mentioned in the Bible. So that is why everyone stops and bends over before entering the tomb. You see I am like that Monk detective on TV, I notice all the details and how they interrelate to the main story.

But also what would stop you from immediately going into the tomb would be a very strong and sweet smell emanating from the tomb from all the spices and perfumes that were used to anoint the body of Jesus. 

THE SMELL OF DEATH

Have you ever experienced the smell of death. I have not. Most people have not and it is not something you want to experience – that's why we have undertakers. Many years ago, one of my co-workers did not show up for work after the weekend and he never called in to explain why he did not show up for work which was unusual for this hard working responsible guy. So the next day we tried to contact him by phone and we also tried to contact his relatives. We knew that he lived by himself and so we were concerned. So my boss send two guys to go over to his apartment. When they came back several hours later, they told us the grim story. As soon they approach his door, they knew something was gravely wrong because they could smell a very strong odor. It was the smell of death. They knew it. They had never experienced that kind of strong smell before. They got the landlord to come over and open his door. When the landlord came to the door, he refused to open it. He also knew that something was very wrong. He instead called the police and then he open the door only after the police arrived. Our co-worker had died over the weekend and the coroner later said that he had been dead for several days. It is something my co-workers would never forget.

But when the women and then Peter and John entered the tomb, there was no smell of death in the tomb! There was no rotting body there but only the sweet smell left over from the spices and the ointments. They smelled the sweet smell of resurrection, the smell of life, yes the sweet smell of eternal life.
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